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TFF Commander, Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber uncases the colors of the 10th Mountain Division during the transfer-of-authority ceremony held at Camp

Bondsteel on Nov. 21st. Assisting Huber is TFF Command Sgt. Maj. Ted Walker.

‘Climb to Glory...’

Fort Drum Divisiontakesover TFF mission from
*Screaming Eagles during November TOA

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL—
Completewith all thepomp and
circumstance of achanging of
theguard, Brig. Gen. Keith M.
Huber became the sixth com-
mander of KFOR's Task Force
Falcon (Rotation 3B), Multi-
Nationa Brigade (East) during a
November 21st transfer of
authority ceremony here.

Huber, assistant division
commander of operationsfor the
10th Mountain Divison (Fort
Drum, N.Y.), succeeds Brig.
Gen. William C. David, assistant
division commander of opera-
tions, 101st AirborneDivision
(Air Assault, Fort Campbell,
Ky.), who led TFF from June 1
- November 21.

The60-minute pluscer-

emony, hedin an aviation tent as
large astwo footbal fields, was
rounded out with performances
by the USAREUR Band.
Adding pageantry to the event
were the many military personnel
from countries that make-up
KFOR, numerousU.S. military
dignitariesandlocd officiasin
attendance. KFOR Commander
Lt. Gen. Marcel Vaentin pre-
sided over the ceremony, as
Col. B.R. Fitzgeradd, outgoing
chief-of-staff, 101t Airborne
Division (Air Assault) served as
the reviewing officer.

Speaking to the audience,
Vaentinthanked David for his
guidance and leadership during
the 101¢ AirborneDivision's
tenure.

“I thank you for leaving it
better than you found it,” re-
markedValentin.“l wishyouthe

very best and a safe return
home.”

Following Vaentin, David
extended gratitude to the many
factions of MNB (E) and the
people of Kosovo.

“It was an honor to work
with the many (countries) that
make-up Multi-Nationa
Brigade-East,” David said. “I
thank you for your friendship
and hard work. To the people
of Kosovo, it was an honor to
serve within your borders. Our
experiences here made us
better soldiers, but more
importantly better human
beings. Wetried to do our best
inserving (you) and hopefully
we have |ft things better than
we havefound them.

“Partingisbitterswest,
because we are leaving a piece
of usbehind and aso at the

sametime taking a piece of
what we were able to accom-
plishherewithus. Itisaso
(great) to get back home to our
families,” Davidsaid. “ Kosovo
has become a part of us for-
eve.

“Any regretsthat | havein
leaving here are tempered in the
knowledgethat | am being
succeeded by Brigadier Gen-
eral Huber. | wishyou every
successinyour ‘Climbto
Glory'. Berelentless”

Huber then concluded by
pointing out the sacrifices of the
many soldierspresently serving
inthe TFF area of operations.

“We are hereto continue
on themission of our (outgoing)
counterparts,” Huber said. “We
are able to do that because
these soldiers standing before
(Please see TOA, page 4)
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“We go where othersdare not go in the heat or cold of snow’

Anancient poet
oncesaid, “ Fortune
sideswith himwho
dares”. Andyour very
presence here today
provesthat you, our
soldiers, have
“dared”. And regard-
less of whether you
leaveK osovo having
just doneyour duty by
ensuring a safe and
secure environment
for thosewholive
here or made a great
differenceinyour life
and thelife of those
around you. The
personal and professional skillsthat you haveasa
soldierwill sustainyouthroughout thiswinter. The
focus, disciplineand drive, ahealthy competitive spirit,
theability towork in partnershipsand asateam, to
perform under pressure and do thiswithin awinter
environment isgoing to demand extratimein planning
and executing TFF' smission.

Let’ stalk about thewinter. | would liketo share
withyouthat | wasbornin Ohio, but | wasraised in up-
state New Y ork, near Camillusand Albany. | grew up
asachild with tonsof snow on the ground and very
white Christmases. Of course there was always to
many drivewaysand sidewalksto shovel.

All of my military training other than airborne
school hastaken placein the dead of winter. So asyou
can imagine | am not a fan of snow. And now here we
are, and wefind ourselvesin avery snowy environ-
ment, and it isbeautiful to seethe snow and thewhite

Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber

mountain tops. Sowiththisinmind | would liketofocus
onthewinter, and thetwoimpactsthat it will haveon
us, the emotional impact and the operational impact.

| am concerned about the safety of our soldiers
and the protection of our equipment, both of which
directly contribute to our combat effectiveness. |
receive several briefingsaday especially ontheim-
pending weather. | will tell you that our weather team
hereisvery accurate. I’ mvery pleased with their ability
to predict, not only what theweather will belike, and
specifically inthiscasethe amount of precipitation, in
the case of snow we' |l have, but they also translate the
weather predictioninto an operational impact. This
allows the commanders and staff to ability warn our
soldiers and prepare the TF for the hazards that the
winter and the snow bring.

| am not pleased with the safety record of the TF
at this point. | am concerned about the safety of our
personnel involved invehicleincidents, and accidents.
These accidents can be attributed to road conditions,
somecanbeattributed tociviliandriving conditions, but
all of the TF accidentsin my mind aredirectly contrib-
uted to theleadership and attention to detail that needs
to be monitored and maintained. So as we admire and
enjoy theclean, white covering, and thejoyous, festive,
emotion that it may evoke from us, we look forward
towards Christmasand the holidays.

| alsoview thewhite“ stuff” ontheground witha
sense of concern, and | ask you all to pay attention to
road conditionsand maintain situational awareness. |
ask each of you asleaders, NCOs and soldiers to pay
attention to the weather forecast, pay attention to each
other and ensure that we are properly prepared to do
themission at hand. Everyone, |leaders, NCOs and
“battle” buddiesneed to ensurethat everyonedrinks
enough water and isproperly hydrated, and that they

areeating properly. Winter sapsour strength, the body
becomes numb, and then the mind becomes numb, the
thought process becomes much slower. Many people
feel that you do not need to drink as much water during
thewinter, mainly becauseyoudon’tfeel likeyou're
perspiring during thewinter months.

| submittoyoumedically, it sexactly the opposite.
You'vegot toforceyourself, your “battle” buddy the
peoplearound you to hydrate. If not they will become
dehydrated and exhausted dueto dehydration.

We are the Task Force Falcon family, the Multi
National Brigade (East) family, and we have aresponsi-
bility to carefor each other during these periods of cold
weather, and over the holidays. Aswe watch the snow
fall please pay particular attentionto yourselves, the
other soldiersaround you and your equipment. Itis
important that we check each other, especially when
you are operating equipment, or performing any opera-
tional mission.

Our goal for thiswinter and our rotationisto be
accident free. Wedon't want toinjure peopleinvehicle
accidents. We don’ t want to damage our vehiclesand
limit our combat capabilities. | do not want anyone of
our soldiers, our alies, or thecitizens of Kosovo injured
because of an accidents caused by stupidity or the
environment. Leadersat all levelsmust be paying
attention and checking.

Thisismy winter message. Although | personally
donot likesnow, | likeand carefor all of you. We'll
deal withitboth emotionally and operationally. Thisis
clearly withinthe 10th Mountain linage. Inthe 10th
Mountain thereisasong and aphrase

“We go where others dare not go in the heat or
cold of snow...

ClimbtoGlory...Tothe Top.

TFF Command Ser geant Mj or

Set a good exampl e by leaving things better than we have found them

I have been on
the ground here for
alittle more than a
month. Y et, already
| have seen the
tireless efforts from
soldiersof this
rotation asthey
perform in a way
that makes me
proud.

Proud to be
here. Proud to
servewithyouand
proud to serve our
country. As| visited
with some of you
(soldiers) during
Thanksgiving | wasreminded that sacrifices do

Command Sgt. Maj. Ted Walker

not comewithout stress. My personal thoughtson
this differ from my role as your command ser-
geant major. Asanindividual | feel the stresses
that you feel. Asyour ally in the ranks of the
NCO channel, | convey the message that you will
hear time and time again. Remain focused. Use
your chain-of-command and do the best you can.

Asalways our mission while deployed hereis
to continue the excellent work achieved by the
soldiers of Rotation 3 Alpha. At the same time our
focus needs to be safety.

| am excited to be here. We have come from
different parts of the U.S. We are active and
reserve. We are Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines
and Civilians. We are proud of our units, who we
are and what we do; now we are one team with
the goal of carrying out the orders of those ap-
pointed over us.

We will provide a safe and secure environ-

ment in our area of operation and return members
of the force home and in one piece, we will live
the Army values of duty, loyalty, respect, honor,
integrity, selfless service and personal courage.
We will raise the standards and leave things better
than we found them.

In order to do the above, every member of
the team must do his or her part without compro-
mise, and with discipline and compassion. Offic-
ers and Noncommissioned Officers must provide
the best leadership and always set agood ex-
ample, the enlisted service member must have
trust, confidence, and respect and carry out all
orders.

Asweclimb to glory to make things better, |
look forward to the next six months as your task
force Command Sergeant Major. “Great works
are performed not by strength but by persever-
ance.”
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Sol di er

— Compiled by TFF Falcon Flier Staff

Sgt. Phillip Durousseau,
Automations NCO

TF 1-30 (CMT)

“l take pictures of the landscape
and things around here to send
back to my 3-year old son.”

Sgt. 1st Class Roberto Quintana
Force Protection NCOIC (CMT)

“l go watch movies at the theater.

Sometimes, I'll go to the (MWR)
community center to play
dominoes or walk over to the
Cappucino Bar.”

Pfc. Chris Howell,
Infantryman, HHC, 1-30 Inf.
(CMT)

“l sleep and do anything
sleep related.”

on the Street
How do you passthetime herein Kosovo?

Sgt. 1st Class Tilford Briscoe
Sergeant of the Guard

A Co., 3rd Bn., 321st Field
Artillery (CBS)

“I like to hit the gym, watch
movies and go to work.”

Spc. Bobby Cowan,
Combat Engineer
A Co., 5th Eng. Bn (CBS)

“Go to the MWR tent and
hangout with friends.”

Spc. Jason Abeln,
Military Policeman
2175th MP Co. (TF 504)

“| pass the time by cleaning my
weapon, my boots and taking
college courses at the (CBS)
Southtown Education Center.”

Now is the time not to
worry about time

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

Time will pass, will you?

These words hung right above the clock in
one of my high school classes. Many times when |
was daydreaming, and waiting for the school day
to end, these words would bring me back to
reality. Time is a strange thing. It can seem fast or
it can seem slow. When | was in the third grade, |
got into afight after school with a boy named
Keith Brown (It was that moment when | realized
that getting punched in the chopshurtalot more
thanit looked like on television). The next day,
time seemed to stand still asKeith and | sat
cowering, shaking and scared intheprincipal’s
office. Neither of us had the gutsto look behind
the principal’sdesk and seeif hispaddlereally
had bee-stingers attached toit, like our classmates
said it did. In those tense minutes that seemed to
last for days, Keith and | shared the terror of the
unknown, and left that office as best friends.

Buttimedoesn'talwayscrawl likeitdidin
the principal’ s office that day. | think of things
that | waited for with anticipation that seemed to
rush by me before | had a chance to grab it and
savor every second. “If only | had moretime” isa
lament that | think all of us have said. But we
can’t make more time; we can only cherish the
time we have.

| think about the victims of Sept. 11, and it
makes me sad to think of all the time they won’t
have. They won’t have time to read books to their
children, time to embrace their husbands or wives,
time to settle old disagreements, one’ sthat
seemed so important, but are now exposed as
petty inlight of everything. I think sometimes
about what those people, who left usway too
early would tell us. | think they would tell usto
cherish the dawning of each new day, cherish the
messes our children make, cherish the spouses,
family and friends that we have disagreements
with, and cherish the challenges (sometimes we
call them problems) that make life worth living.

Whenwearrivedin Kosovo, theunit that
was here before us left us a paper chain. Each
link inthe chainrepresented aday that we would
be here. There were 180 numbered links, and the
idea was to break off alink for every day we
were here. We broke the links off for a couple of
days, but the chain now sitsin the corner of our
supply closet gathering adusty film. We couldn’t
doit. Thethought of counting every day for six
months, until we were reunited with family and
loved ones just seemed to long. It was depressing,
and the idea of counting the days seemed to make
time go by so slowly. | think back on all those
times when instead of living for the moment, |
looked to the future. Thoughtslike, “I can’'t wait
until | graduate, then | can be happy, or | can’t
wait until | get apromotion, then 1’1l be happy.”
But as the recent events taught us, the future that
we wait for doesn’t always come. Just as we are
given time, our time can be taken away.

Timeis something that we just can’'t get a
handle on. It seems like we complain about time
going too slowly when we're bored, and that we
complain about time passing us by too quickly
when we're busy. Maybe we should just accept
time asit is, and cherish the time we have, NOW.

Got a story/photo
idea?

Give the TFF Flier staff a call at 781-5200
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CBSDPW officebrings supplies, cheer to Albanian school

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

KOSHTANJEVE, Kosovo—
There was a bright gleam of joy in the
eyes of five-year-old Shkumbim Rexhepi
as he received a box of crayons from
Sgt. 1st ClassMike Callahanin thissmall
classroom located on amountain beyond
thisAlbanianvillage.

The seven-room school house,
formed in stone and located on the
mountaintop of LamaEspahinjeve, is
without the modern conveniencesfound
inU.S. schools. However, thereality of
beingwithout el ectricity and running
water givesway to the ever-present
smiling faces of the students of
Osmanmani Regional Elementary
School.

“That' swhatitisall about, smiling
faces,” said Callahan, who worksin the
Camp Bondsteel Directorate of Public
Works office and is a member of the
U.S. Army Reserve’ s416th Engineer
Command'’ s(Fort Worth Facility Engi-
neer Team).

Ontheday after Thanksgiving, he
and other unit membersprovided the 23
students, ages5-12, with school supplies
and clothes.

“Members of our unit from the last

rotation (3A) actually beganthe
process of collecting itemsfrom their
familiesand then distributing themto
schoolsaroundthisarea,” Callahan
said. “Thisisabreak from what we
normally do on aday-to-day basis.
Usually our jobshere consist of
taking care of housing and mainte-
nance issues for Task Force Falcon.

“Being around these children
putsitall in perspectiveastowhat
(our missionishere),” hesaid, asa
group of students huddled around
him and unit member Maj. Joe Ebert
asthey passed out more supplies.

“| am just glad we can help,”
Ebert added. “ Seeing these children
makesit all seem worthwhile.”

Crayons and watercolors were
the apparent favorite choice of the
students.

“I likethedifferent colors,”
said eight-year-old X hevahire Uka,
whilesorting through hisarray of
crayons. DritaRexhepi, 10, was
grateful for the gifts from her new
friends. “| hope they can come back
soonandvisitwithus.”

Ali Aliu, head of the school, and the
three other teachers were appreciative
of theeffortsto bring tidingsto aregion
that has suffered through thetrying times

of war.

“Wehopeto never disappoint you,”
said Aliu. “I hopeand pray that democ-
racy succeeds here.

“1 am thankful to survivethewar

Spc. Taylor Barbaree/photo
Five-year-old Shkumbim Rexhepi shares time with his new friend, Maj. Joe Ebert, CBS DPW office,
at Osmanmani Regional Elementary School .

and also thankful to the United States
and other countrieswho have come to
helpus.”

(TOA continued from page 4)

us are the very best. They have left
something very near and dear to
their hearts-their homes and their
families.

“Since my time here | have
witnessed a sense of duty from our
soldiers. They have energy, they

have a fierce sense of determination,
and a means to implement a safe,
secure environment,” he said, direct-
ingremarksto Valentin. “Multi-
National Brigade-East ishonored to
be a part of your team. ‘Climb to

Glory’.

Prior to remarks to the audience
and after the inspection of the
troops, the NATO flag was passed,
symbolizing the TOA, between the
two U.S. Army Division’sas outgo-
ing TFF Command Sergeant Major,
Command Sgt. Maj. Marvin L. Hill,

David, Huber and Valentin partici-
pated. At the conclusion of the
passing of the colors, the 10th
Mountain Division Flag was uncased
by Huber and the new TFF Com-
mand Sergeant Major, Command Sgt.
Maj. Ted Walker.

Spe. Christina Ann Bennett/photo

Soldiers of the 10th Mountain Division hold the colors during parting remarks from
outgoing TFF commander Brig. Gen. William C. David.

TOA ceremony leavesimprint on soldiers

by Spc. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMP BONDSTEEL— When
the colors of NATO were passed
symbolizing thetransfer of authority
between the 10th Mountain Division
and the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault) on Nov. 21st it marked not
only atime of change, but also afirst
time experience for many of Fort
Drum’selitesoldiers.

“Thisisthefirst timethat | have
been a part of something on such a
large scale,” said Spc. Benjamin
Alvarado, with C Co., 10th Signal Bn.
(Fort Drum, N.Y.). “It was an out-
standing ceremony and | can see that
there is alot of camaraderie among the
different countries.”

Aside from elements of the U.S.
Armed Forces present at the TOA,
military personnel from Great Britain,
France, Germany, Italy, Russia, Poland,
Greece as well as other KFOR repre-
sentativeswere on hand to witness
Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber assume
command of Multi-National Brigade
(East).

Spc. Timothy Dime, asatellite
communications operator and Spc.
Joseph Beckert, anetwork switching
operator, with C Co., 10th Signal Bn.,
concurred with Alvarado.

This has been a great experience
for me,” Dime said, while Beckert
noted the exhibitionism of the cer-

emony. “ Seeing all thedifferent uni-
forms of each country here has im-
pressed me,” Beckert said. “It is neat
to see how they (other soldiers from
other countries) conduct themselves
during aceremony likethisone. Itis
something that | will always remem-
ber.”

Spc. Kenyon Brown, CBS JVB,
said the ceremony was not only im-
pressive, but made him proud to serve
in the Army.

“1"m glad | madethe decision to
jointhe Army,” hesaid. “| am proud to
be an American and | am looking
forward to this deployment.”

Other countriestoo, wereim-
pressed with the show of unity be-
tween the different countriesthat
comprise KFOR.

“It was a nice ceremony,” said
Capt. FJ Nolte, aide-de-camp for the
deputy commander of KFOR. “I think
aceremony like thisunderscores the
importance of us continuing to work
together.”

For another soldier, the ceremony
stood out as asignificant event and the
conclusion of arelentlessrotation.

“Thisis an emotional day for me,”
confessed Command Sgt. Maj. Marvin
L. Hill, at the conclusion of the cer-
emony. “ Emotional because this cer-
emony means that | am going back to
my family. This deployment has been
the most memorable during my 23-
yearsin the Army.”
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“War Pigs’ from ‘Show Me State’ help tokeep peacein Kacanik

by Spc. Taylor
Barbaree
Editor

KACANIK,
Kosovo— Missouriisa
longway fromthe hustle
and bustle of every day
lifeinthisAlbaniantown
withariverandtrain
tracksthat passthrough
itenrouteto thecountry
of Macedonia. However,
for asquad of soldiers of
the Missouri Army
National Guard' s2nd
Platoon, 2175thMPCo.,
that patrol heredaily, it
might aswell be home.

“Weare happy to
be doing what we came
hereto do,” noted Staff
Sgt. Tony Marquardt,
squad leader of thissix-
person squad assigned to
TF504th duringitsdeployment to
Kosovo. “Ourjobisto continuestability
tothistown.”

In order to accomplish their mis-
sion, the“War Pigs” fromthe‘ Show Me
State’ taketo the streets conducting
presence patrols three to four times each
day.

“The presence patrols afford us
andtheresidentswiththeopportunity to
get to know oneanother,” Marquardt
said, explaining the purpose of the
patrols. “We are here to assist any way
we can. We are making contact with the
storeownersand local residentsto find

outif anythingiswrong. Basicalyitisall
about communication.”

And communicationisexactly what
transpiresasthe squad moved through
the streetsand mingled with thelocal
population. “Wehaveonly been patrolling
here for about three weeks,” said Sgt.
Daniel Overschmidt, amilitary policeman
withthe2175th, whoisapolicechief in
hiscivilian career in Randolph, Mo. “But
thishasalready been alearning experi-
ence for me. It goes without saying that
thisisdifferent than conducting missions
at home. The communication barrier isa
lot different, but that is easy to overcome

Spe. Taylor Barbaree/photo
Sgt. Daniel Overschmidt, an MP with the 2175th MP Co. (TF 504th), left, along with an Albanian translator chat with children
along the streets of Kachanic, Kosovo.

dueto the fact that the people are glad to
have us here.

“Unlikehome, you havealot more
peoplewho go out of their way to shake
your hands and speak to you one-on-
one,” Overschmidt said.

After brief, frequent stops, the
squad reached a former Serbian police
station, whichisnow hometothe
UNMIK police. After checking with the
policethere, the squad was back on the
move, thistime groupsof children tagged
along. Thechildren, ages4-12, appeared
to be curious about the 10-20 pounds of
“battlerattle” that the squad has donned

during their initial patrol
throughthevillage.

“Thechildren make
itallworthwhile,”
Overschimdt said, as
children exchanged high-
fiveswithhimashe
walked. “Itisnot
uncommon to have them
(children) follow usall
day. Itisnot only great
togiveattention, but
receiveit aswell.”

Attheconclusion
of the patrol,
Overschmidt and the
othersmounted upin
their HMMWVE'sas
the next phase of the
mission began.

“Wehaveto patrol
theroadthat links
Kachanic with
Macedonia,” Marquardt
said. “That meanswe
assist the (UNMIK)
policewithany incidentssuch ascar
wrecks or breakdowns.”

Along theway, the narrowing two-
laneroad gave way to some breathtaking
mountainous scenes. The mountains,
coveredinsnow and lined with trees, are
acontrast to the war-ravaged region and
to thetown with apopulation of 47,000.

“Eventhough| haveonly been here
ashort time, this has been an experience
that | will never forget,” Overschmidt
said. “My opinion of humanity has
changed. | really appreciate what | have
at home and what | am going back to.”

CMT Infantry Regiment bringsrelief to embattled school

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

STUBLINA, Kosovo- A lot has

Spe. Bill Putnanyphoto
Command Sgt. Maj. Edward Martinez, TF 1st Bn, 30th Inf. Reg., visits with students at the newly
renovated Stublina school.

changedthelast fivemonthsinthis

area. Outpost Sapper closed and the

school here was renovated.
“Thiswas aforgotten town when

we got here,” Marine
Gunnery Sgt. Randall
McNeely said.

Stublina’ sschool, a
small two-room building, is
just down theroad from
where the OP that marked
the Kosovo-Serbiaboundary
once occupied two hills.

Over looking the
Presevo Valley to the east
and surrounded by farm
fieldsthetwo-room school
wasin bad shape when
Marine Maj. Greg Murray
and hisfive-man Civil
Affairs team from the
Marine’ s 4th Civil Affairs
Group first saw it.

The roof had holes and
thepaintjobonthewalls
was crumbling. The bath-
roomdidn’t havetoilets,
running water, or aroof.
Glass from broken windows
littered theyard. And there
was no electricity.

The teachers asked
Murray for help. He photo-
graphed the damage and
submitted the photo tothe
Humanitarian Assistance
Board. From there, Murray
talked to the Task Force chief of staff
about the school. After that the Joint
Contracting Center sent out bidsto

local contractors.

A contractor submitted abid for
about $30,000, said Murray.

Residents of Stublinawere hired
and the work started.

“So... localsin Stublinacontrib-
uted to their school,” Murray said.

Three months later the work was
completed and Murray said students
couldn’t be happier. The bathroom has
toilets, aroof and running water. The
roof’ sbeen repaired and broken
windows have been replaced. And the
bare-light bulbs that hang from the
ceiling haveelectricity.

“Now they have anice, warm
placeto study,” he said.

So on November 21, 2001,
Murray, his team and members of Task
Force 1st Bn, 30th Infantry Regiment
drove from Camp Monteith up into the
snowy mountains and visited the
school.

Thistownisin TF 1st Bn, 30th
Inf. Reg., Area of Operations, and the
battalion’s executive officer, Maj.
Christopher Parsons, was glad to see
the project completed.

Christopher said. “(Theschool) is
inour AO... and we're extremely
interested inthefutureof thisprovince
withthechildren being that future.”

Perhapswith a skeleton of the OP
on top of the two hills nearby and the
school renovated, maybe the changes
for Kosovo’ sfuturecan continue.




Page 6

December 4, 2001

Soecial delivery

Soldiers bring water, compassion to local citizens

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

FERIZAY
UROSEVAC— Today the
milkman waswearing
Army green instead of
white, and instead of
deliveringmilk, hedeliv-
ered 1600 gallonsof
water.

This was the case
here as KFOR delivered
water tolocal residentsin
need. The need for water
began when a main water
lineintown beganto
collapse. Thelinewas cut
off, and a Swiss NGO
(Non Governmental
Organization) IBG, agreed
to take on the project of
building anew water line
aongwith HydraHygeina,
thelocal water municipal-
ity. Thisleftlocal residents,
however, with noway to get water until the project was
completed, which could be aslong astwo months.
That’s when KFOR came to the rescue.

With the 490th Civil AffairsBn. (Army Reserve)
actingasaliaison, U.S. KFOR began delivering water
tolocal residentson adaily basisbeginning Nov. 19.
“We'retrying to help them out, we’ ve got some water
for themonadaily basisuntil they get the project done,”
said Sgt. 1st ClassMarty Y arbrough, of the 490th.

According to Y arbrough, KFOR takes water from
awater main on the other side of town. In the morning
KFOR fillsup water tanks at thewater distribution site,
and then takesthewater to two distribution pointsinthe
area of the city affected by the construction of the new
water main. Water point No. 1isopen from 1100 to
1500 and Point No. 2isopenfrom 1100to 1700. U.S.
KFOR runsboth pointsfrom 1100 to 1500. Point twois
taken over by the Greek KFOR from 1500 to 1700. The

Staif . Michae McCord/photo

Sgt. Dave Roth, first platoon leader with C Co., 3-7 IN, helps local children get water. Water is being delivered to citizensin
Ferizaj/Urosevac whose water system is down while awater main is being repaired.

local water department, HydraHygeina, al so provides
water at other points.

The490th helpstoinsurethat thewholeoperation
issuccessful. “We (civil affairs) aretheliaison between
KFORandthemunicipality,” said Y arbrough. “Wejust
try to tie the thing together. We have a four-man team
that isassigned to this area. We try to make sure
everything isrunning smoothly.”

Some of the sol diers hel ping man the water points
said the project has been worthwhile.

“We'vegot alot of thelocals, mainly kids, that
come out here,” said Sgt. Shannon West, attached to the
10th LTF, from the 11th Trans. Co. Manheim, Germany.
“They fill up bottlesand jugs, so they can have some
water. They takeit back to their homes. They love us.
Overinour areaweget all kids, soweplay withthe
kids, tag, soccer, ping-pong. Everybody comesup and
talkstous, and givesushigh fives. We'reall onafirst

name basis. We know all the
kidsaround here pretty well. |
enjoy this, becauseyou get to
be outside the gate, and you
get to bearound thekids. That
makesit funright there, just
the opportunity to meet new
peopleandintroduceyoursel f
tonewthings.”

Getuar Hajdari, anine-
year-old|ocal resident, said he
isglad KFORisdelivering
water here. “Everyday | come
and get water from the sol-
diers, sol'mvery happy,” he
said. “They arevery nice.”

Children, however, are
not the only oneswho benefit
from KFOR distributing water.
Elderly citizenslike Rexhep
Selmani also havean urgent
need for water every day.

“| want to thank the
Americans for coming over
here and supplying thewater,”
Selmani said. “ After stopping
the water system, we had alot
of problems over here. I, for
example, have abig need. |
have to wash myself every day, because | have a
disease. | wastwo weekswithout taking ashower,
because of missing the water. Then the Americans
came, now we know we have lots of water for drink-
ablewater and al so water for cleaning and everything
that weneed. Soright now I’ mvery sure, with cleaning
my body every day, I'm going to have asuccessin my
surgeries.”

Aslong astheneedisthere KFOR will continueto
serveasthiscommunity’ sfriendly water deliveryman,
and that makesthe citizens here, and the soldierswho
deliver thewater happy.

“| feel real good about what we' re doing here,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Clifton Hearne, HHS 3/6 FA. “The
families here say they haven’t had water consistently
for about fiveyears, and we' re happy to bring out to
them.”

Task Force 1-30 takestimeto tenacioudly train on tanks

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

Task Force 1-30 has hit the ground rolling,
with the main body of troops having beenin
country lessthan 24 hours before moving out to

Ramjane Range to
screen and familiarize
themselveswith the M1
tanks and Bradley
Armored Personnel
Carriers that were here
from the previous
rotation.

“Just like any other
vehicle, there are quirks
that need to be worked
out prior to their use.
That'swhy screeningis
crucial thisearly on,”
said Capt. Thomas
McNew, Bravo Co., 2nd
Bn, 69th Armor Regi-
ment Commander, TF 1-
30. “Ithelpsmy soldiers
gainconfidenceinthe
equipment, since what
we have are not the
tanks we normally use.
Screening them to ensure they can hit the target is
our goal early on, just in case they are needed
duringthemission.”

“Our overall missionwill beto provide
security, maintain presence patrols and KFOR
presence,” according to McNew.

Spc. Martin Dyson/photo
An M-1 Tank assigned to B 2-69 AR puts HEAT on target during RIP Screening Operations at
Ramjan Range, Kosovo.

Thetroops have spent monthstraining
prior to arrival, and “are excited to finally bein
sector and putting their training to use,” according
to Pvt. 2 James Hendrix.

Thetraining at home station, Fort Benning,
Ga., was very beneficial, but quite different than
what they have experienced. “There are more
limitations on the ranges, with children and ani-
mals able to walk up at anytime, the range control
guards have to keep them away, which they don’t
have to worry about at home,” according to Staff
Sgt. Edward Westveer, TF 1-30 Battalion Master
Gunner.

“Theroadsthrough thetownsto therange
also pose abit of difficulty to the soldiers, versus
back at home station where we have plenty of
room to roam around,” said Westveer.

“Wejust have to be alittle more cautious
of our surroundings,” said McNew.

The soldiers are all in a new environment
with much colder weather than the mild tempera-
turesin Georgiaand tight roadswith less mobility
from point A to B. Despitethelimitations,
Westveer stated, “ I'm happy, for one, and every-
one | deal with isreally excited to be here. We're
just ready to make the mission happen,” said
Westveer.

“Focusonthemission, getit over, get back
home to our families,” said Hendrix.
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Task Force teaches fu ndamentals ofphys

[

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

One of the
Army’s core fundamen-
talsisphysical fitness.
EverythingtheArmy
doesrevolvesaround
beingingood physical
condition. A soldier
cannot perform the
mission at handif heis
notin shape.

Physical
fitness, to many sol-
diers,istypicaly
overlooked as acom-
mon task simply
becauseitisdoneon
such aroutinebasis. As
part of their daily
activities, thereasons
behind doing PT can be
forgotten, butitisthe
most logical placeto
start whentraining
begins.

Thesoldiersof
Task Force 1-30 were
approached by the
TMK, theKosovo
Protection Force, to
helpthemtrainto
become better soldiers,
and who better to ask
than some of the finest,
most fit soldiersinthe
world. A few soldiers
of Task Force 1-30 were selected to go out to
the TMK site and begin instruction on becom-
ingaquality soldier. Of course, thefirst block
of instructionwasphysical fitnessand its’
importanceto every soldier.

“Thismorningwe' regoing to bedoing
alittlebit of physical fitnessfirst to havefun,
and second, and moreimportantly, to condition
their bodies for the future. " said Capt. Jorge
Melendez, TF 1-30, the supervisor of thejoint
training.

Thetraining began with ablock of
instruction given by Staff Sgt. Edward
Westveer, hisdemonstrator, Spc. Kristopher
Barnette, and their transl ator, on sit-up and

Ical fithess

tions, you nameit,
they doit for
Kosovo, butone
day they will have
to step up when
weturnour
responsibilities
over tothem,”
explains Melendez.
“That'swhy
thisjointtraining
missionisso
crucial, andthey
knowthey will
benefit greatly
from what we're
teaching them,”
Melendez ex-
plained. “because
wewon'talways
be here.”
Thetraining
beginswith
common individual
tasks such asfirst
aidandisbuilt
uponall theway up
togrouptasks.“An
example of an
individual task
would beto
administer firstaid
tooneperson, and

asagroup to
o Spe.MollyJones/photo gy ateabuilding
Sgt. Jeremy Mayer of HHC, 1-30 helps hold the feet of a TMK soldier during circuit drills. TF 1-30 showed how to properly perform eight andadminister
basic exercises for the TMK to put together their own physical fitness program. medical aid,” said
Melendez.

push-up circuit training. Westveer explained while Barnette
executed each version of the push-up and sit-up to Army stan-
dards. When thelesson was complete, the TMK splitinto groups
and performed the eight different exercises at two minutes each.

The men of TMK seem enthusiastic and responsive to the
training. “ They want to get exercise and learn how to increase
their physical fitnesslevel,” said Melendez. TF 1-30soldiers
wereavailablewhilethe TMK wasdoing thecircuit training for
guestionsand assi stancein perfecting their form.

“Theguysout heretoday are not in that great of shape, but
that’ swhy we' re here, to help them grasp the basics so they can
continuethetraining ontheir owntime,” said Westveer, TF 1-30
Master Gunner.

Presently the TMK “concentrates on humanitarian
efforts such asfirefights, rescue and search missions, construc-

Theprogressisalready inmotion, but theresults
will not be seen overnight. It will takealong timeto get
the TMK up to par, but it can and will be done. They
havehigh spiritsabout |earning what isneeded to
complete the mission, and seem to be excited about
learningin moreareas, according to both Melendez and
Westveer.

“They did very well today. A lot of them are
observing Ramadan and have been fasting, so we
couldn’t go at therate of speed weoriginally intended,
but they arestill learning,” said Westveer.

“They definitely havethe potential of learning and
understanding all that we have planned for thefuture,”
boasted Westveer.

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

A soldier pullsuptothedrive-through
speaker. “I'll have somelinen, some
paperclipsand rubber bands, supersized with
aCoke.” Okay, getting suppliesat Camp
Bondsteel might not be quite aseasy as
ordering at afast-food drive-through win-
dow, butitisfairly easy, and theserviceisa
lot friendlier.

Staff Sgt. Richard Timberlake, supply
sergeant for Headquarters, Task Force
Falcon (supply) and the other three employ-
ees of the supply section are hereto help
you.

Timberlake said the processfor getting
suppliesiseasy. “Whenyou get supplies, you
fill out asupply request, and usually if we
haveitonhand at thetime, we'll getitto
you,” said Timberlake. “Butif wedon’t have
itonhand, we'll go seeif wehaveit on hand

document number and put it on order.”

Camp Bondsted

inour other warehouse, or wewill giveyoua

supply section isready totakeyour order

Timberlakeexplained the
processfor ordering supplies. “Fill out
asupply request, andif it’son hand
we can get it for you right away,” said
Timberlake. “We'll alsogotoour
warehouse or aconnex to get sup-
plies. When we do haveto order
something it should taketwo or three
days. There are some items out there
that are specialized itemsthat they
don’t haveinthearmy supply system
like cartridge toners, transformers and
certaintypesof printing paper, like
photo paper. There' sapurchase
request for them, it’s DA form 3953.
Youfillitoutfor uniqueitemslike
toner cartridges, itemsthat don’t have
anational stock number, and they
want to getitlocal purchase.”

Working with the supply can be
easier and more organized if you use
the proper documentation.

“If you putin arequest inand | ask you for adocument
number, you know and | know that theitem hasbeen put on
order, sowe can giveyou astatusonit alot easier,” said

GLASS
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Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo
Spc. Ramone Pierce and Pfc. Travis Williams prepareto deliver a load of picture frames
to another satisfied supply customer.

Timberlake. “I suggest that if you comein hereand
ask for suppliesand we don’t have them on hand, and
(Please see SUPPLY, page 14)
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The Best of Combat Camera:

Thisisaregular section of the Falcon Flier which
features some of the best work of Combat Camera.
Soecial thanks to Combat Camera (55th Sgnal
Company, Fort Meade, Md.) for submitting these
photos.

Soldiers with the 761st Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) te
on November 20.

Soc. Christina Ann Benett/photo
Spe. Willie Caldwell performs a radio check while on patrol in Gnjilane, Kosovo on November 17. Spc. Caldwell is a part of the
130th Infantry out of Fort Benning, Ga.

Sgt. Shama Parker/photo

Soldiers load a litter patient in the running helicopter for realistic training during a medical evacuation The 761st Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team set:
class held on Camp Monteith, Kosovo, Monday, November 26. The soldiers taking part in the training rounds and other unexploded ordinance on November 2C
are from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd Bn, 14th Infantry, 10th Mountain Division. ordinance as part of their deployment to Camp Bondstee
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Spc. Christina Ann Benett/photo
A Soldier stands guard at an out post in Gnjilane, Kosovo on November 17. The soldier is a part of the 10th Mountain Division out of
Fort Drum, NY.

Spc. JessieL. Gray/photo
sposal (EOD) team prepare unexploded ordinance for disposal

Spe. Christina Ann Benett/photo

Spe. Daniel Huff directs traffic outside of Kacanik, Kosovo on November 24. Spc. Huff is a part of the National
Guard unit, 2175th Military Police Company out of Missouri, that is attached to Task Force 504th MP Battalion.
He is a part of a six-man squad that routinely patrols the southern sector of Multi-National Brigade (East).

Spc. JessieL. Gray/photo

(EOD) team sets off demolition charges of |Ieftover mortar \‘l l‘ [ i

on November 20. The team is destroying the residue Soc. JessieL. Gray/photo

Camp Bondsteel. A soldier with the 761st Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) team prepares unexploded
ordinance for disposal on November 20.
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by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

Nestled away in Kosovo, ona
largemountain, inthe middl e of
nowhere, liesthevillage of Paldenice.
Asvillagesgo, itisfairly typical of the
area; it hasdirt roads, somewhat small
homes and apopulation of more than
2,000. Oneday, aseemingly normal
military convoy madeitsway into the

Spoc. TerryBoggs/photo
Sgt. George Hampton, NCOIC of Optometry of the 10th FSB, uses an auto refractor to check the
eyes of a local villager. The device gives a baseline prescription which is used to estimate what
strength eyeglasses the patient needs. The FSB will then issue a pair of stock glasses, donated by
various sources.

town and converged on the school there.
For the peopl e of Paldenice, however,
thisday wasabout to become anything
but normal. It was about to become a
wholelot better.

Thevehiclesparked and the
soldiersgot out and unloaded their
equipment. But instead of gunsand
ammunition, thisconvoy wascarrying
something different; examinationinstru-
mentsand medication.

The unit was the 10th FSB (For-

ward Support Battalion) and the exercise

wascalledaMEDCAP (Medical
Civilian Assistance Program).
Basically, it wasasmall clinicfor
thecivilian population, treating
many minor ailments from runny
noses to back aches. They even
gaveoptical examsand issued out
eyeglassesto thosein need.
People from all over came to
watch the setup, and then waited
outsidefor everythingto begin.

The exercise was conducted
intwo classrooms, onefor triage
and one for treatment. The rooms
werepoorly lit and thetroops had
brought very littleequipment, but
they made the most of what they
had. Most importantly, though,
they had brought with themtwo
things that made all the difference
intheworld; mindsfull of motiva-
tion and heartsfilled with compas-
sion.

The patients came out of the
woodwork; infantsto theelderly.
Many came to be treated, some to
watch, and othersjust to mingle
and meet the soldiers of KFOR.
For whatever reason they showed
up, they camequickly andinlarge
numbers.

Pvt. 2 Elise Mabilewasthere, in
the middle of the excitement. Mabile, a
medic fresh from AIT, had the proper
attitude for thiskind of work.

“Iloveit”, shesaid, smiling. “We
really don’t get to do that much, but give
them Tylenol and Benadryl... but when
you see the look on their faces and
they’ rewaving and blowing you kisses,
thereisnothing to describe how it makes
you feel.”

Mabiledid not seem to havetrouble
describing her feelings.

“| feel so grateful and blessed that |

10th FSB Medcap just what the doctor ordered

gettodothis’, sheadded thought-
fully. “In some of the places where
we go we see all of the kids and they
have fevers and runny noses and
they look really sick. It hurts, but we
get to givethem something to help.”
Shewasnot theonly oneto
expressthisopinion. Infact, the
entire staff teemed with caring and
willingness; two of themainingredi-
entsfor asuccessful mission. Lt.
Col. Kunchul Y oon, whowasin
charge of the operation, echoed the
sentiments of the othersin hisgroup.
“Wecomehereto provide
medical services, withalot of
compassionandlove”, said Y oon.
“Our capabilitiesare somewhat
limited; we do not havealab, wedo
not have X-rays. What we do have
isour medical knowledgeand alove
towardsour neighbors.”
Itiswiththisneighborly love
that the soldiers of the 10th FSB
were able to perform their duties and
care for dozens of peopleinonly a
five-hour period. The day was
originally scheduledfor only four
hours, but the endl ess seaof patients
waiting to be seen were enough to
keep these troops past their ap-
pointed departuretime.
Theintensity of theday’s
laboring showed on every facethere
asthe soldiers packed up their gear
tomoveout. Their next assignment
wouldbeinadifferent town and
with another group of people. Asfor
Paldenice, they would beleft witha
lasting impression; not only for the
treatment they received, but for the
way they were treated.
It was afine day indeed for all.

(R
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Entertainment

LFOR Comedy
(Mimi Gonzalez and Joe

Carroll)- This show is sure
to make you laugh!
Saturday, Dec. 1-

(CBS) Southside Fitness Center,

Corday rockin’

the Camp Bondsteel South

for morethan 200 soldiers.
Corday, during atwo-hour

Multi-versatile singer Jennifer
Corday cranked up the heat at

Town gym on November 23rd

Sundiyp Dec. 2- performance, belted o her
VIT MV\/R 7 p.m. version of man_yfamous songs,
Monday, bec. 3- aswell asrocking the house
CMT MWR Field House, with some tunes of her own.
8 pm. The show, free to soldiers and
Tuesday, Dec. 4- TFF personnel,wasspgnsored
CAS MWR Community Center, by the CBS MWR Office
8 pm. (photoandcaptionby Spc.

Terry Boggs/'TFF PAO).
Dyana Dafova
(Bulgarian Pop/Spiritual
Grace)

Sunday, Dec. 9th - Monday,
Dec. 10th, Site: TBA

Concert
Mariah Carey
Tuesday, Dec. 4,
CBS, 4 p.m.




December 4, 2001

Trandatingthe KFOR
language barrier

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL— “Kalofshi Mire”. Or you
could say “Imaj fin dan”. Y ou may or may not know
what those two expressions mean. If you have an
interpreter with you however, you haveinstant transla-
tionineither Albanian or Serbian.

These men and women, recruited from all over the
world, arebridging thelanguage barrier in Kosovo by
providing our soldierswithmultilingual assistance. Many
are recruited by newspaper ads from several large
American cities, requesting bilingual peoplethat are
interested in assisting KFOR, while at the sametime
making money. For many of them there are adjustments
to be made whileworking together, asmany are Alba-
nians and Serbsthat were bornin Kosovo. They have
memoriesof theage-old conflictintheir minds. Yet
despitethe unseen barrier of bitternessand mistrust that
separatestheir country, these people havelearned to
coexistinrelativeharmony with oneanother. Apparently
thehard feelings prevailing in their home country have
not followed themintotheir jobs.

Miron Hetemi, an Albanian translator from
Pristina, told of hisexperienceswith KFOR and with
working in close proximity with the Serbian people.

“Working with them (KFOR) isnice and useful”
Hetemi said. “ It gives us achance to know them
(Serbians) better. It made me understand them more.”

Hetemi, who has been an interpreter for over two
years, also stated hisbelief that the people of Kosovo
havebeen at war long enough, and that itistimeto give
peace a chance.

“Peacewill benefit everybody”, he said. Most of
his coworkers seem to agree, regardless of their ethnic
ties; according to Hetemi, there have been no problems
with thetwo groupsworking together.

I
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Soc. Taylor Barbaree/photo

Albanian interpreter Ilirjana Shuku-Haskaj, center, translates a conversation between a store worker and a MP in the town

of Kacanik recently.

Interestingly enough, thevery peoplethat wehave
been sent to protect are one of the most important
factorsin our success. They live on base with KFOR
soldiersand provideavital serviceto them.

“They aresurely indispensable,” accordingtoLt.
Patrick J. Kelly, Protocol Officer for the KFOR Joint

VisitorsBureau. “ Soldierscan’t speak Serb or Albanian.

We need somebody to translate for us.”

Mgj. Christopher P.Himsl, TFF G-2 Staff Officer
confirmsthis. According to Himsl, TRW screensand
hired morethan 600 translatorsfor thejob. He said they
not only closethelanguage gap, but also serveas
advisory consultantsfor our leaders. Infact, hetouts

them asbeing “ by and by- very professional.”

With acommon mission and an opportunity to
interact with one another on aclosebasis, there exists
thepossibility that thiscollection of peoplefromthese
two rival groupswill be ableto overcome some of their
past by learning to accept oneanother asindividuals.
There may be hope that they will be able to take some
of their newly found friendshipsand attitudeshomewith
them and help make a difference in Kosovo.

Andincaseyoudo not haveaninterpreter to
translate thosefirst two sentences, they simply mean,
“have agreat day.”

Magrath clerk learning Army way during OJG

by Staff Sgt. Michael P. McCord
Press Section NCOIC

CAMPMAGRATH, Kosovo—
Hisofficeispiled highinboxes, filing
cabinets and gear stacked in all
manner of placement. Pvt. 2 Miquel
Alejandro, 1-32nd Infantry, 10th
Mountain Division, could beforgiven
for not feeling as snug asabugin a
rugin hisnew surroundings. Y ou see,
he’'sbeeninthe Army just 10 months
now, and hisunit arrived just afew
daysagoinKosovo. They'restill un-
boxing their stuff.

“My dutiesare, | actually
work in the S-1 shop. | do Red Cross
messages, awards, promotions and a
little of finance.” Alejandro said. “|
plan to study my material whilel’'m
herein Kosovo.”

“| thought it was already done,
(completion of Camp Magrath) but it will get
better,” hesaid. Alejandro, 20, lived in Providence,
R.I. beforejoining the Army, but was bornin San
Juan, Puerto Rico.

For afresh troop, he’ sgot support backing
his deployment dutiesin aforeign land.

Hisfirst-line supervisor, Sgt. Jeffery
Trosse, HHC 1-32nd Inf., isquick to point out how
teamwork and guidance from an NCO makes their
operation run smoother. “| train him on everything
he does so he can do it better.” Trosse said. “1've
worked with Alejandro seven monthsnow.” Trosse
added.

“I joined the Army to beindependent and
get an education.” Alejandro said.

Sgt. 1st Class Nathaniel Ware, senior per-

Staif St Michael P. McCord/photo

Pvt. 2 Miquel Alejandro

sonnel sergeant for Task Force 1-32nd Inf.,
explained just what aclerk (71 Lima) at Camp
McGrath isexpected to do. “ Alejandro’ smain
jobisto handle awards, check them for accu-
racy and make sure they’re properly annotated
on the records. He also handles Red Cross
messages. He ensures messages are taken
accurately and theinformationispassed onto
the soldier. He al so makes sure the message is
passed on to the soldier. He then confirms the
message with Red Cross,” said Ware.

He'sareal good soldier,” said Ware.
“Just like any private that comesinto the Army,
heworkshard with the guidance he’' sgiven
from his sergeants. He accomplishes his
mission. He'slearning more each day.

Hooah run...

Guidon bearer, Spc. Christopher Turner, HHC,
A Co, 10th LTF and fellow soldiers make their
way down CBS's Cimon Ave. on Thanksgiving
morning. HHC, A Co., commanded by Capt.
Steven E. Shipley, is a subordinate unit of the
110th MI Bn (photo and caption by Spc. Taylor
Barbaree/TFF PAO).
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Combaingthedresslevd InKosovo

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

Deployment in aforeign country can be stress-
ful, but for soldiersin Kosovo thereishelp. The 83
Medical Detachment (Combat Stress Control) can
help soldiersherewith their mental health needs.

“Werun adivision mental health type, mental
health clinic,” said Maj. Joseph Sutcliffe, TFF psy-
chiatrist, and officer in charge of the 83rd. “We see
theentirerange of thingsthat soldiers might cometo
amental health provider for. The bulk of what we
handleclinically are soldiersthat might be depressed
due to homesickness or problems at home with
family. Or alot of times we try to help soldiers who
arehaving problems getting along with other people
intheunit, beit their peersor beit the chain of
command, so wetry to assist themin resolving the
conflict.”

The 83rd can also handle more serious
problems. “ Occasionally we see more significant
psychiatric disorders such asclinical depression, or
anxiety disorderssuch as panic disorder,” said
Sutcliffe. “We see a fair amount of soldiers who
havetrouble sleeping. It srarein this environment
that we have had soldiers who have had very severe
psychiatric problems, but occasionally that does
happen. If theclinical condition is severe enough, and
we feel there’s a significant concern for safety, asin
the soldier could be potentially suicidal or violent
towards others, we take appropriate action, and if
needed we admit that soldier to the hospital, and
those who have had more serious psychiatric prob-
lems we have evacuated out of theater.”

For soldierswho are concerned about stress,
there are several thingsto look for in yourself and
your peersthat might warn of potential problems,
accordingto Sutcliffe.

1. Problems sleeping that are not due to
themission. - If you have adequate time to sleep,
but you find that it takes more than an hour to fall
asleep, you' rewaking up frequently inthenight or
waking up early in the morning. That can be asign
that you may be having an emotional problem.

2. A daily depressed mood or a daily ner-
vousness that doesn’t improve after a week or
SO.

3. Anger —“Thisisastressful environment and
everybody is going to feel sad from time to time, and
angry from time to time,” said Sutcliffe. “Those are
normal emotions. If every day you feel that way and
it’ snot getting better it’ sasign that you probably
need to come in and get an evaluation.”

4. Weight loss- Working hard, but losing your
appetite, because you' re nervous or depressed. |f
weight lossisassociated with that and you’ re not
trying toloseweight.

5. Crying spells that tend to occur daily.

6. Any thoughts of suicide that are more
than just a fleeting thought.

7. Any thoughts of being so angry at one of
your peers, or chain of command that you're
fantasizing about harming them, or any thoughts
or plansto harm them.

8. Trouble controlling your anger and/or
frequent verbal altercations.

But before the appearance of any of these
signs, there are several things soldiers can do to
prevent stress before it becomes a problem, accord-
ingto Sutcliffe.

1. Talkingtoafr
important thing soldi

Pbably the mg

gonal. Just talking to your budgy ¢;

yto try

8 adl ke

said Sutcliffe. ‘et s gl

choice between staying

movie, or getting adequaterest, it'smorermportant to
get adequate rest. Ideally get a minimum of six hours
of sleep most nights, preferably seven to eight.”

3. Good nutrition—"“Nutritionisvery impor-
tant,” said Sutcliffe. “It’ simportant not to come here
and goon astarvation diet. Eat awell balanced diet
with lots of fruits and vegetables, and healthy, low-fat
things.”

4. Exercise — “Exercise is a good stress
reducer,” said Sutcliffe. “A lot of people neglect P.T.
and exercising five days aweek preferably at a
minimum of 30 minutes of aerobic exercise can go a
long way to reducing stress.”

5. Cleanliness- Stayingin clean clothesis
important,” said Sutcliffe. “ Stayinginaclean uni-
form, you can’t change every day obviously, but
staying in clean underwear and clean socks, and
keeping your uniform clean, keeping your boots
clean, it's more comfortable that way, and also
you' re more proud of your appearance, and that goes
along way to helping your self esteem and your sel f
confidence.

Keep your area clean, the area where you

sleep, your personal space. Within that six-man sea
hut, you'vegot alittlespaceintherethat’ syours, and
it’ simportant to try to, within regulations, personalize
that space, to make it homey. It'sagood ideato put
up pictures of your loved ones, and tape them on the
outside of your locker so that they’ rethefirst things
you see when you wake up and the last thingsyou
see before you go to bed. Keeping the floor picked
upisgood, and keeping your dirty clothesinyour
dirty clothes bag, basically keeping that areaclean,
soit’snot amess. If you'resleepinginadisorga-
nized mess, you’ regoing to feel disorganized and
stressed out.”

6. Staying organized — “We have alot of tasks
to do here,” said Sutcliffe. “Keeping yourself focused
and organized on what you haveto do, including if
you haveto keep adaily appointment book or some
sort of notebook, keeping track of things, writing it
down can prevent stress of forgetting thisor that.
Andthen prioritizing what you need to do, not pro-
crastinating isimportant. It’s human nature to put
thingsoff aslongasyou can, but you’' |l have much
lessstressif you do what you need to do that day
rather than putting it off.”

7. Practicing your religiousfaith — “If you
have any particular religiousfaith or you'reinter-
ested inareligiousfaith, going to one of the many
church services they offer here, can be a very
important part of coping with being away from home
and being in an environment where thereis potential
danger,” said Sutcliffe. “I’m not here to promote
religiousfaith, also asapsychiatrist | know it can be
avery important part of a person’swell being.”

8. Maintaining a sense of humor — “Humor
isactually asign of strength, and not humor in the
sense that you’ re doing something that endangersthe
mission or isdisrespectful,” said Sutcliffe. “Being
ableto have agood laugh with your buddies can ease
stress. Sometimes things may be tough and you may
haveto suck it up and drive on, but if you can at least
laugh about it, or joke about it, that can go along way
towards making this aless miserable deployment.”

If asoldier here feels that they may have a
problem the 83 ishereto help. “Weprovideindi-
vidual counseling, and we provide eval uationsand
medication management,” said Sutcliffe. “It’simpor-
tant to get out the message that mental health issues,
or behavioral health issues are actually very common,
even among active duty soldiers. These are common
problems. We don’t want soldiers to feel ashamed or
afraid to seek help. It'sasign of maturity and asign
of responsibility to seek help for your problems.
We'revery availableto provide evaluationsand al so
treatment.”

Themental healthclinicisopentoreceivewalk
ins, or see patientsfor appointments, Monday through
Friday between the hours of 0900-1700 and on
Sunday from 1300-1700, and those hours are the
same for Camp Monteith. A psychia-
tristisalsoon call tothe emergency

Congressional visit...

Jamie Brown/TFF PAO).

Congressman Dave Hobson, Chairman of the
House Appropriations Military Construction
Subcommittee, checks out soldiers’ living
quarters on Camp Bondsteel. Hobson and four
other representatives toured Camp Bondsteel
and visited with soldiers from their respective
districts on Nov. 25 (photo and caption by Sgt.

room 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-
week for any emergency issues.
Accordingto Sutcliffetheclinic’s
preference is that if asoldier has a
problem that they want eval uated that
they first call to request an appoint-
ment, so an appointment can be sched-
uled at an appropriatetimeto interview
in anon-emergency kind of setting.
What is considered an emergency are
thoughts of suicide, or homicidal
thoughts.

“Our most important missionin
thistheater is preventing any soldier
fromtakingtheir ownlife,” said
Sutcliffe. “So wewant to intervene
early.”
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Chaplain

's Corner

Let your heart rgjoice in al things you don’t need

by Chaplain (Maj.) Scott Weichl
TFMF V

In the fifth century, a man named
Arseniusdeterminedtoliveaholy life
and find contentment. So he abandoned
the comforts of Egyptian society to
follow anausterelifestyleinthedesert.
Y et whenever hevisited the great city of
Alexandria, he spent timewandering
throughitsbazaars. Askedwhy, he
explained that hisheart rejoiced at the
sight of all thethingshedidn’t need.

Those of uswholiveinasociety
flooded withgoodsand gadgetsneedto
reflect upon the example of that desert
dweller. A typical supermarketinthe
United Statesin 1976 stocked 9,000
articles; today it carriesover 30,000!
How many of these items are essential ?
How many of these items are wants
instead of needs?

Itishard for usto say sincerely

with Saint Paul, “Having
food and clothing, with
theseweshall be
content” (1 Timothy
6:8). Inour constant
battle against the
seductive material-
ism of our culture,
let’ sfollowthe
example of
Arsenius. Aswe
walkthroughthePX,local
markets and stores, we too
canrejoice at the sight of
all thethingswedon’t
need.

That' sonlythe
first step, however. The
next step isto become
much morewisein our
spending, more generousin our
giving to others, and more sacrifi-
cial withtheresources God hasgiven

+ tous.

Somehow when oneisableto
applythisjudiciouslywith
material goods, physical,

’ the needed from the wanted.
y

. asif by dealingwiththe
outward temptationswe
find energy and wisdomto
deal withour real inner
needs.

Generosity
springsfromgiving

inreturn. If one has
two coats, one

= shareswiththe
neighborwhohas
none, never
expecting to see
thereturn of theloaned

Wisdom seeksto sort out

. emotional, and spiritual needs
comeclearly into focus. Itis

freely, expecting nothing

coat. Through being freed of thisdesire
to retain what we have, freedom flour-
isheswithin usand wefind generosity
becomes a natural response to needs
around us.

God blesses each of uswith
particular strengthsand skillsto better the
world around usin away that pleases
Him. Sometimes sacrifice means giving
up something whilerealizing we may
placeourselvesindirestraits. Soldiers
onthebattlefield know thisto betrue,
unselfishly placingtheir livesat risk for
their fellow warriorsunderstanding the
greater causethey areinvolvedin.

LikeArsenius, our heartscan
rejoice when we come to realize that
many thingswanted are not really
needed, and realizing thiswe areableto
celebrate God in more profound ways
whileserving oneanother. Contentment,
then, isn’t getting what we want but
being satisfied with what we have.

Peacekeepers Chapel (North)

Sunday
8 am., Episcopal/Lutheran
9:30 am., Roman Catholic Mass
11 am., Collective Protestant
12:30 p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7 p.m., Women's and Single Soldiers' Bible

studies

Tuesday
7 p.m., Catholic RCIA

Wednesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass
6:30 p.m., Prayer Service
7 p.m., Bible Studies

Thursday
7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)

Friday
12 p.m., Muslim Prayer Service
7 p.m., Gospel Joy Night Service

Saturday
6:30 p.m., Stay Faithful Marriage Bible
Study

CBS Worship Service

South Chapdl

Sunday
8am., Roman Catholic Mass
9:30 am., Collective Protestant
11am., LDS Service
4 p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7 p.m., Collective Protestant
Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass

Wednesday
7 p.m., Bible Study

Thursday
7 p.m., Bible Study

Friday
8p.m., Jewish

Saturday
11 am., Seventh Day Adventist Service

7 p.m., Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)

CMT Worship Service

Sunday
9-10:30a.m., General Protestant Service
11am.-1p.m., Gospel Service
1:30- 2:30 p.m., LDS Worship
7 - 8 p.m., Catholic Mass

Monday
7 p.m., Chapel Movie Night w/ Discussion

Tuesday
7 - 9 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice

Wednesday
6:30 - 7:30 p.m., Gospel Worship Practice
7:30 - 9 p.m., Bible Study

Thursday
6- 7 p.m., General Protestant Practice
7 - 8 p.m., Genera Protestant Bible Study
8- 9 p.m., General Protestant Worship

Friday
12-1p.m., Muslim Servicein Annex
7-8:30p.m.

Saturday
11 am. - 12 p.m., Seventh Day Adventist
Worship

Sector Worship

Protestant
Saturday
2p.m., Debelde
4 p.m., Binac Church

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 10am.
Zintinje Church, 11:30 am.
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Mogila, 3:30 p.m.
Vrbovac Church, 4:30 p.m.
Vrbovac, 7p.m.

Latter Day Saints

Sunday
Camp Magrath, 2 p.m.

Roman Catholic

Monday
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Vrbovac, 4p.m.
Camp Magrath, 7 p.m.

Other Activities

Sunday
Movie Night- 11 p.m.

Tuesday
Bible Study, 8 p.m.

History of Albanian Flag Day in Kosovo

by Drita Perezic
TFF Cultural Advisor

OnNovember 28,1912 Albania
wasthelast territory inthe Balkans
under Ottoman control to declareits
independence (full recognition would
comein 1913). WhileKosovoisnot part
of Albaniaproper themajority of the
Y ugoslav Serbian province of Kosovois
made of ethnic Albanianstoday.

Theholiday hasbeen apoint of
contention amongst the provinces Serb
and Albanian communities. 1n 1968,
under Y ugoslav constitutional reforms, it
becamelegal to display the Albanianflag
in Kosovo. Theflag displayed wasared
background with ablack two-headed
eagleinthemiddleand also required to

have acommunist
star on the flag
itself. Today the
flag displayed
may or may not
have the commu-
nist star.

The first
year the flag was
displayed (Nov.
28,1968) Alba- Flag is pictured above.
nians celebrated Flag Day (or Indepen-
dence Day). The province was rocked
withviolence, resultinginthedeathsof
both Serbs and Albanians. In some of
theprovincesAlbanianscalled for
Kosovotobeupgradedtoarepublic.
Thecallsfor arepublic statuswould later
be changed to callsfor completeindepen-

A black and white replica of the Albanian

dence.

Albanian
Kosovars see the
holiday asaspecial
day, marking the
independence of
their motherland.
Under the 1974
Yugoslav congtitution
national minorities
(Srb. Narodnosti),
such asthe Alba-
nians, Turks, and Hungarians(foundin
Vojvodina, Serbia ssecond province)
weredesignated as such sincetheir
“national homeland” wasinanother
country/state. Nations (Srb. Narodi)
were made up of distinct peoples—
Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Macedonians,

Montenegrins, and Muslims- and there-
foreyou had the republicsthat made up
Y ugoslavia, sincethese nationshad their
homeland within the boundaries of what
was Yugoslavia

For onetogointothepolitical
exchanges between the two ethnic
groupswould require aforum different
fromthisone. Dependingonthe*ethnic
lens” one uses the arguments can be
strong on either sidewhy the Albanian
flag or Flag Day should or should not be
celebrated.

For the Albaniansof Kosovothisis
acelebration of their collective sense of
identity as Albanians, whichisdistinct
fromthe other ethnic groupsinwhatis
now FRY. The flag is the same as the
(Please see FLAG, page 14)
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TFF soldiers observe
smooth day at polls

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

CAMPMONTEITH— With one exception,
voting throughout the Gjilan areapassed
smoothly.

While no one in Task Force Falcon expected
Kosovo' sfirstinternationally recognized elections
to passwithout incident, thelevel of calm that
permeated through most of the area was surpris-
ing.

Attwo polling sitesoutsidethecity, voting
was reported to have gone smoothly.

Task Force Falcon’ s el ection-day mission
was to act as areaction force to help the UN
Civilian Policeand K osovo Police Service quell
violenceat thepolling sites.

The reason for Task Force Falcon’s hands-
of f approach was simple: “to allow UN CivPol
and the KPS to do their duties without interfer-
ence,” explained Command Sgt. Maj. Steven
Greer, the sergeant major for 2nd Bn, 14th
Infantry Regiment.

Soldiersstarted guarding polling sitesin
Gjilan well before polling sitesopened at 7 a.m.
on Nov. 12.

Inalot behindthecity’ ssoccer stadium,
and near four of Gjilan’sseven polling sites, a
platoon each of infantry and military police stood
ready.

“| don’t think anything’ sgoing to happen,”
2nd Lt. Elizabeth Ryser, aplatoon leader in 66th
MP Company, said as she waited inside her
HMMWVE. She added that if anything did
happen, the trouble would only come from one or
two people and the UN CivPol and KPSwould
handleit.

Standing at the Task Force Falcon-man-
dated 150 meters from one of the polling sitesin
Gjilan, Sgt. Robert DeRohn, aninfantrymanin
Co. B, 2nd Bn, 14th Infantry Regiment said that
voters were respectful of the soldiers’ presence
near the polling sites.

“1t' sheen going pretty smooth,” DeRohn
said.

In Pones, an ethnically mixed village north
of the city and on the route heading toward
Kosovo’scapital, Pristina, only 10 out of an
estimated 285 eligiblevoters had actually voted.

“Weexpect morebecauseitisonly 10:30
a.m. and they have until 7 p.m.,” an Egyptian UN
CivPol officer said.

A few kilometers away in Cernica, another
ethnically mixed village near Gjilan, US soldiers
guarded apollingsiteinthevillage's Serb sec-
tion.

Staff Sgt. Jason Montelvano, a tanker in Co.
B, 2nd Bn, 69th Armor Regiment, was one of
those soldiersand he explained that some Serbs
had voted- at |east in Cernica.

“There have been afew but not too many,”
he said of the Serbsvotingin the election.

Extraprotection was set up on the roads
leadinginto Cernica, said Montelvano.

But even with the extra measures,
Montelvano said they had beentold there “prob-
ably wasn’t going to beawholelot (of Serbs
voting).”

Greer spent part of the day out in sector and
said therewasoneincident, in hisopinion,in
Gjilan that marred the otherwise peaceful elec-
tion process.

A question over aflag being displayed
started a confrontation between some voters and
the Organization for Security and Cooperationin
Europe. After a short time the situation was
resolved and US soldiersweren’t calledinto
help, said Greer.

Editor’s Note: Due to voting regulations,
photographs were not allowed to be taken
near the polling sites.

ChiefChat...

Jamie Brown/TFF PAO).

Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff talks with Spc. Norman Bowley, B Co.,
10th LTF, at the North Town Dining Facility on Nov. 21. Myers ate dinner with soldiers, answered
their questions and posed for pictures with them during his brief visit here (photo and caption by Sgt.

(SUPPLY continued from page 7)

it'sinthe Army system, ask for adocument number. Andif
you need maintenance ask usfor awork order number. It
letseverybody knowthatwe' reworkingwithyou,and
we' renotjust blowingyouoff, whenyou' vegot adocu-
ment number.”

If you do goto get suppliesfromthesupply room, the
soldierstherehave one pet peeveyou should know about.

Our sectioniseasy towork withaslongaspeople
don'ttrytostrong-armuswiththingslike,‘ TheColonel
needsthisandheneedsitnow, ” said Timberlake.“ Alotof
sectionshaveaproblemwithdoingthat. Instead of them
comingtousand saying‘ weneedthisnow”, sometimes
they try tostrong-armyouwithit. We' rewillingtohelp
anybody, andif they haveaproblemwithsomething|
suggest they cometo me, and we' |l seewhat we can do

aboutit.”

After 20yearsof workinginsupply, (12 yearsactiveduty
andeghtyearsinthelndianaNationa Guard) Timberlakestill
enjoyshisjob.

“Thethingthat| likeabout supply istaking careof
soldiers,” hesaid. “ That’ swhat our jobistotakecareof soldiers.
| canrecall asoldier beingoutthereinthecold, andthey called
meandsaid* sergeantweneed toget thesesol dierssoupand
coffee’ To seethe expression on their faces, once we get it for
them,isreallyrewarding.”

Soif you areon Camp Bondstedl, and you need some
supplies, visitthestaff at thesupply office. They arelocatedin
Building 1340 D, room019onadminalley. Their hoursare9:30-
1700 every day except Thursday and Sunday. And guesswhat,
they won'teven ask youif youwant frieswiththat.

(FLAG continued from page 13)

flag of Albaniaproper. The differencein the way the
holiday iscelebratedinAlbaniaproper and K osovois
oneof meaning. For thosein Albaniaproperitisliterally
IndependenceDay, whilefor the Albaniansof Kosovoit
isacelebration of national identity asAlbaniansregard-
lessof wherethey aregeographically located.

For the Serbsthisissomewhat confusing, since
Kosovoisnot part of Albania, itisaprovinceof Serbia
Onemust bear inmind that the K osovar Albaniansand
Kosovar Serbshavehad mutually exclusiveend states
concerningthefinal statusof Kosovo. Whilethe
Albaniansseek independence, theK osovo Serbswish
Kosovotoremainaprovinceof Serbia.

What canyou expect fromthisholiday?
Typically theAlbanianflagwill behungonshopwin-
dows, off of balconies, on cars, onjust about everything
that can hold aflag.

Sometownsmay havecelebrations, cultural
events, dinners, andthelike. TheKPC (Alb. TMK) will
havevariouseventsthat will include parades(these
typesof events must be authorized by KFOR in ad-
vance). Therewill be anincrease in public traffic as
friendsand family will taketheopportunity tovisiteach

other. Theflagsand posterswill hamper visibility inside
windowsand cafes. For themost partit will beajovial time
for the Albanians.

For the Serbsthisisatimeof concern, particularly
for those Serbsthat livewithin apredominantly Albanian
neighborhood, orinavillagesurroundedby Albanianvil-
lages. Their concernsare very real to them since Albanians
havebeenknowntodrivethroughthe Serb areaswiththe
intent to harassthe Serbianinhabitants. Violencecaneven
break out. Generally both communitieswant to be peaceful
and coexist, but thereisawaysthe possibility of what one
would assume should be acel ebrated event being exploited
by either side.

Thefirst Flag Day celebrationsfollowing KFOR
entering theprovincewereviolent. Thelevel of violenceand
ethnic harassment has since decreased. Whilethisisa
special holiday for themajority of theprovincesinhabitants
(K-Albanians are estimated to make up over 90 percent of
the province) we must all remain aware of thosein the
provincethat do not celebratethisholiday. All of the people
of Kosovo deserveto betreated with dignity and respect
anditisour responsibility toinsurethat they remain safeand
secureasthey celebratetheir variousholidays.
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Sergeant Major adopts Serbian school

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

CERNICA, Kosovo— Last Septem-
ber whileon hisleader’ sreconnaissance,
Command Sgt. Maj. Steven Greer walked
into ahouse’'scourtyard here and saw a
school.

On Thanksgiving Day Greer, the
sergeant major for Task Force 2nd Bn,
14th Infantry Regiment, and afew soldiers
from the battalion paid the first of many
planned visitsto the Serb school and
delivered school supplies, winter clothing
and gloves, even cinnamon ballscandy for
the students.

Walkingthroughthesmall, ethnically
mixed town |ast September, Alban Fetahu,
histranslator, mentioned the Serbian
school.

What Greer saw was a small three-
room school full of respectful students.
Thefirst thing that ran through Greer’s
mind after seeing the condition of the
school wasthat “ someone needsto help
thesechildren here.”

“They’renot goingtodoit by them-
selves,” Greer said. “ Anytimeyou're
tryingto educateakid andyou’vegot a
potbelly stoveto keep themwarm, they’'re
using stubby pencilsand paper, anda
chalkboard, that’ s probably not the best
education system we have for them.”

The school hasbeen at its present
location since 1999 when KFOR arrived,
said BrankicaStojanovich, theschool’s2™
Grade teacher.

She’ sbeenteachingin Cernicafor
16-years. Up until 1999 shetaught at the
town’ sschool buildingafew blocksaway.

“Thereisabig difference between
thesetwo schools,” she said through
Fetahu.

Sincearriving at the house, her
studentshavebeen short onsupplieslike
pencils, textbooks, and notebooks.

“We have nothing el se except the
chairsandthetables,” said Stojanovich.

Theschool’ ssupply situationiswhat
prompted Greer to act.

“So | kind of told myself ‘when | get
back hereincountry, I" m going to adopt
thisschool and makeit my missionto
come over here and take care of these
kids,”” Greer explained.

AssoonasGreer arrived in country
he started to work.

“1 linked upwiththe Civil Affairs

Spc. Bill Putnan/photo

Command Sgt. Maj. Steven Greer brings a box of school supplies into the Serb school in
Cernica Nov. 22, 2001. Greer, the battalion sergeant major for TF 2nd of the 14th Infantry,
said this will be the first of many deliveries to the school.

guysto seewhat | could get for these
kidsand we brought it out heretoday,”
Greer said. “It made them happy.”

Through e-mail correspondence
Greer and afriend, Erin Stark, decided
to start apen pal program between the
friend’ sDaisy TroopinWisconsinand
the school.

“They werelooking for aproject,”
Greer said. “| saidit’d beniceif you
could writethesekidssomelettersand

send them some drawings. There's a
number of agenciesover heretrying to
helpthesekids, but probably what
they’dreally likeissomepicturesand
drawingsto put up ontheir walls.”
Thisprogram should helpthekids
heredevelopafriendly relationshipwith
thekidsback inthe US, said Greer.
Tointroducethetrooptothe
students, Stark sent Greer photos of the
girlsand notesthegirlswroteto the

students. Greer put abook together with
everything and showedit tothestudents.

“Wetold them these children from
the Stateswant to betheir friends and they
want to develop acorresponding relation-
shipwiththem,” Greer said. “I’'mgoingto
betheir go between.”

Most of theitemsthat Greer brought
out came from Civil Affairs on Camp
Monteith. Thewool glovesand clothing
that were delivered were collected in
humanitarian drivesintheUS, said Greer.

Asabattalion sergeant major Greer
hasafull plateto think about thisdeploy-
ment. But he’ spiling hisconcernfor this
school onto hisplatefor agood reason.

“1 worry about this school because
I'm afather myself and | have kids,” he
said. “ So eventhough I’ m a(non-commis-
sioned officer) and asoldier, tome, I'ma
father first.

“Andwhenyou seesomethinglike
thisand you' replaced in aposition of
authority and the ability to affect some
peopleandtheir lives, | just took upon
myself that thiswasonething | wasgoing
todowhileinKosovo.”

Hisgoalsfor thisschool six months
from now are simple.

“I"dcertainly, at aminimum, like
every kid to have abrand new pencil, a
new notebook, enough clothesto keep
themselves warm, a better life, and an
education.”

Sincethestudentsdon’t haveany
textbooksand arelearning everything from
the teacher’s memory, Greer would also
liketo see new textbooks.

“| think weought tobring some
booksin here and have them learn some
different things, some math problems,
some more English,” he added.

Even after he redeploys back to the
States, Greer will still keepintouchwith
these students. When the battalion that
relieves2nd of the 14th Infantry arrives
next May, thefirst place Greer will take
hiscounterpart will bethe Cernicaschool.

“1f each person that comes to
Kosovo, and pickstheir piece of thepie
and doeseverythingintheir power to
makeit abetter place, then Kosovo's
going to be agood place when weleave,
Greer said.

“Itmeansalot for thekids,”
Stojanovichsaid. “ Notebooksand pencils
arematerial thingsbut thanksfor bringing
ushatsand clothesfor thekids, because
winter ishere.”

"

*10th SSB- Camp Bondsteel Finance Office
Building 1330 B (Admin. Alley)
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Special Hours (CBS Theater):
Saturday, Dec. 1,9 a.m.-5p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 2, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

*10th SSB- Camp Monteith Finance Office
Striker Hall Building
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 12 -3 p.m.

*10th SSB- Camp Able Sentry Finance Office
Building 2
Hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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Turkey, dressing and cranberry sauce...

Bondsteel soldiers enjoy Thanksgiving feast

Sgt. Jamie Brown/photo

Soldiers at the South Town Dining Facility on CBS lineup for Thanksgiving dinner. Brown and Root workers did their best to make soldiers feel at home during Thanksgiving.

by Sgt. Jamie Brown
Senior Editor

Severd soldierswere heard in the chow hall line
at Camp Bondstee! during Thanksgiving.

“Y ou’ ve got to have the cranberry sauce.”

“Thedressing' sthe best.”

“No, the best thing about Thanksgiving isdl the
turkey sandwiches you get to make with the leftovers.”

Maybe there wasn't enough turkey leftover from
this feast for sandwiches, and you couldn’t nap in front
of the sofawhen it was over, but many of the other
ingredientsfor agreat Thanksgiving dinner were here
on Camp Bondsted!.

From the extravagant decorations of brown and
orange to the gluttonous spread of food, soldierswere
treated to aspecia dinner, and they enjoyed it.

“It (the medl) was excellent,” said Pfc. Edward
Karcher, B. Co. 3/229th Avn. “It wasvery well done.
| wasreally surprised.”

Severd soldierssaid that even though they
couldn’t beat homewith their families, they still en-
joyed the holiday.

“1t waswonderful,” said Cpl. Carolyn Cason,
Task ForceMed Falcon V. “It wasjust like home. |
didn’t expect to see as many decorations, and for the
food to beasgood asitis, but it was nice. My imme-
diatefamily isnot here, but my unit family ishere, soit
balancesout.”

“It wasactually niceto get together with al my
co-workers, sit down, and just have agreat meal with
them,” said Karcher.

Brown and Root who run the Dining Fecilities
on Camp Bondstedl pulled out al the stopsfor the
Thanksgivingmeal. According to Ronad Barnes, the
supervisor of the South Town Dining Facility, hisfacility
cooked 26 whole turkeys, 130 rolled turkeys, 60
ducks and 6 steamship rounds. Barnes said between

2,800-3,100 people
enjoyed the dinner a
hisfadility. And
workers at the facility
took pridein making
the occasion as
specia asthey could.
“Wecare
about the soldiersand
we wanted them to
fed @ homeon
Thanksgiving,” said
TowannaWilliams, a
food service worker
at the South Town
Dining Fedility. “The
decorationsand
everythingwedid
were done to express
the way that we feel
about Thanksgiving.
Everything we heard
fromthe soldierswas
positive. They told us
thingslike ‘greet job’
and ‘well done.”’
Butas

soldiers enjoyed their
Thanksgiving feest,
some thought of
home, and what they
were thankful for.

“I'mdefinitely
thankful for my family back at home,” said Karcher.
“I'vereceived alot of cardsfrom them, and it really
made me feel good that the people back at home are
supporting mewhileI’m here.”

Later that evening soldiers came to the chow hall

Spc. Taylor Barbaree/photo
Cpl. Randy Anderson, ASG P Falcon enjoys his Thanksgiving dinner at the North Town Dining
Facility on CBS.

to finish what was | eft of the feast from earlier inthe
day. A small crowd gathered in front of thetelevision
towatch the Lions play their annua Thanksgiving
game. For amoment, it seemed like home. And that,
was something to be thankful for.




